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NHO welcomes new Skipper 


At a stirring ceremony on 7 March, 
Naval Hospital Orlando sadly bade fare¬ 
well to CAPT R. E. McKee, MSC, USN, and 
enthusiastically welcomed a new Skipper 
... CAPT Lawrence F. Raymond, MSC, USN. 
CAPT McKee and his wife, Joyce, have 
transferred to the West Coast where 
CAPT McKee will assume his duties as 
Commanding Officer of Naval Hospital, 
Bremerton. 

CAPT Raymond comes to Orlando from 
the Naval Military Personnel Command in 
Washington, DC, where he served as the 
Head, Medical Department Officer 
Distribution Branch. 


CAPT Raymond was born in Brocton, 
Massachusetts on 17 June 1931. On 7 
February 1950, he enlisted in the Navy 
and attended Hospital Corps School in 
Great Lakes, Illinois. In August 1950, 
he was assigned to Naval Hospital, 
Jacksonville, Florida. In June 1952, 
he reported aboard USS C0RREGID0R 
(TCVE-58) and served on the staff until 
December 1953. He then reported to 
Naval Hospital, Newport, Rhode Island 
and remained there until November 1955. 
In December 1955, he was assigned to 
the 1st Marine Division, FMF, until May 
1960. In June 1960, he joined the 
staff of the Naval Aviation Medical 
Center, Pensacola, Florida and remained 
until June 1961 when he was assigned to 
Medical Administrative Technique 
School, Portsmouth, Virginia. He was 
then transferred to the Naval Station, 
Charleston, South Carolina until he 



CAPT L. F. Raymond, MSC, USN 


reported aboard USS ORLECK (DD-8860) in 
Yokosuka, Japan in January 1964. He 
was a Chief Hospital Corpsman, selected 
as Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman, when 
he accepted a commission to Ensign, 
Medical Service Corps, in December 
1965. His first assignment as a 
commissioned Naval Officer was Naval 
Hospital, San Diego, California in 
April 1966. 

From June 1967 until June 1969, he 
served as Medical Administrative 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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New Skipper (Continued) 

Officer, USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-64). 
He reported to the Medical Dispensary, 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, 
California as Personnel Officer in July 
1969. He joined the staff of Naval 
School of Health Sciences, San Diego, 
California as Training Officer in 1971. 
In June 1975, he reported to Naval 
Regional Medical Center, San Diego, 
California as Chief, Personnel 
Services. In June 1978, he became 
Officer-in-Charge of Personnel Support 
Detachment, Balboa. He then was 
assigned as Officer-in-Charge of the 
Branch Medical Clinic, Moffett Field, 
California in July 1979 until 1981. He 
joined the staff of Naval Military 
Personnel Command in July 1981 as Head, 
HM/DT Assignment Branch. Following 
this assignment, he assumed the duties 
as Director for Administration, San 
Diego, California in June 1983 until 
being assigned as Executive Officer at 
Naval Hospital, Pensacola, Florida in 
1985. In March 1987 he fleeted up to 
Commanding Officer, Naval Hospital, 
Pensacola, Florida. In June 1989, he 
reported as Head, Medical Department 
Officer Distribution Branch at Naval 
Military Personnel Command, Washington, 
DC. 

CAPT Raymond received his BA De¬ 
gree from San Diego State University 
and his MA Degree from Pepperdine 
University. He holds the Legion of 
Merit (with gold star in lieu of second 
award), a Navy Meritorious Commen¬ 
dation Unit Citation, the Navy 
Occupation Service Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Vietnamese 
Service Medal, the Republic of Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross Citation, the Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Korean Service Medal, 
and the United States Service Medal. 

CAPT Raymond is married to the 
former Patricia Murphy of Waltham, 
Massachusetts and they have four 
children: Deborah, Michael, Jeffrey, 

and Kathleen. 


The Ultimate Golfing Vacation 
Resourceful Resorts is now offering a 
fabulous golf vacation to the Middle 
East. 

Trip includes : 

• Round trip airfare on a U.S. Air Force 
C-141 transport aircraft 

• 7 days and 6 nights at Iraq’s sole re¬ 
maining hotel 

• Unlimited admission to Iraq’s newly 
constructed 270,000 hole golf course 
featuring: 

1. A beginner’s course with holes up to 
30 feet in diameter 

2. An 83,000 square mile sand trap 

3. A never ending challenge with new 
courses being constructed day and night 

• Fireworks display each night of incredi¬ 
ble magnitude 

• Nitetime camel ride for two past roman¬ 
tic Arabian oil fires available at 
discount rates 

Take advantage now of this hole-hearted 
offer 

from $2,150 

Double Occupancy 

(Preferred basement accommoda¬ 
tions limited to availability) 
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Mrs. "Eddie" Brewer, CO 1 s 
Secretary: "We've seen 
your tears when our troops 
deployed and great happi¬ 
ness when some came home. 
Now, you see our tears as 
you leave. We will all 
miss vou." 


LCDR J. H. Pope, CHC, 
Director, Pastoral Care: 
"Captain, your leader¬ 
ship is embodied in: 'He 
shepherded them according 
to the integrity of his 
heart and guided them 
with his skillful hands.' 
(Psalm 78:72) Thanks, 
Skipper, it's been great. 
Hope you find that salmon 
stream fully stocked." 


HMCS Patrick M. Lowry, 
Executive Asst to XO: 
"Sorry, Skipper, I can't 
take time to jot down a 
farewell note. I've got 
to go augment somebody's 
cornflakes!" 


V_>" 


Ms Charlotte R. Johnson, 
Patient Administration 
and Mrs. Gwen H. Bigham, 
Command Evaluation: "We 
still say you're the 
best thing since grits!" 


Ms Sandi Bragg, Quality 
Assurance: "CAPT McKee, 
I'm really sorry that 
you won't be here to 
see the day that ALL 
these yellow ribbons will 
be down!" 
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Staff Journa 



On 1 February, LCDR Guerard P. 
Grice, MC, USNR, Branch Medical Clinic, 
NTC, received his promotion to his new 
rank. CAPT J. M. Ricciardi, MC, USN, 
Executive Officer, administered the 
oath and LCDR Grice's wife, Constanza, 
assisted with the new shoulder boards. 




DT3 Rodney "D." Tucker, USN, Den¬ 
tal Department, recently reported 
aboard, received his promotion to Petty 
Officer Third Class, from CAPT McKee 
on 25 February. 



CDR John H. Gibson, MSC, USN, Phar¬ 
macy Department, was administered the 
oath of office on 1 March for his new 
rank by CAPT McKee. 


J 

Mr. Joseph Callender, Respiratory 
Therapy, received his 20 year career 
service award on 11 February from CAPT 
McKee. 



CAPT McKee administered the oath of 
office to LTJG Yolanda Garza, MSC, 
USNR, Laboratory Department, on 1 March 
as she assumed her new rank. 



On 4 March the new addition to the 
Dining Room was dedicated as the 
Clements Room. RADM Louise Wilmot, 
USN, Commander, Naval Training Center, 
was on hand for the ceremony which was 
conducted by HMCM Gary L. Thornhill, 
USN, Command Master Chief. The late 
HMCM(SS) Robert C. Clements, USN, 
served as Command Master Chief from 
July 1979 to July 1984. 
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Continuing a Naval tradition 

NHO holds Change of Command ceremony 


Naval Hospital Orlando was blest 
with a perfect day on 7 March -- bright 
sunshine, a nice breeze, not too hot, 
not too cold — perfect! A great 
setting for the pageantry of an old 
Naval tradition ... a Change of Command 
Ceremony. CAPT Roland E. McKee, MSC, 
USN, was relieved by CAPT Lawrence F. 
Raymond, MSC, USN. Taking part in the 
ceremony were RADM Louise Wilmot, USN, 
Commander, Naval Training Center, 
Orlando, and guest speaker, RADM Robert 
W. Higgins, MC, USN, Deputy Surgeon 
General of the Navy and Deputy Chief, 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 


The troops were on the line and 
guests seated by 0930 when, after ar¬ 
rival honors, the official party was 
escorted to the platform. The program 
was emceed by CAPT J. M. Ricciardi, MC, 
USN, Executive Officer. Navy Band 
Orlando furnished the music including a 
very special song entitled, "We Are 
With You," which was written especially 
for the troops in the Persian Gulf. 
LCDR James H. Pope, CHC, USN, gave the 
Invocation and Benediction. Following 
the ceremony, a reception was held in 
the newly-named Clements' Room (the new 
addition to the Dining Room). 



Troops on the line 



Distinguished visitors, families, friends, and shipmates 
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Arrival 


Honors 


CAPT McKee 


Four bells for 

CAPT Raymond 


Ruffles and Flourishes and 
the Admiral's March for 
RADM Wilmot 
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RADM Wilmot 


RADM Higgins 


CAPT McKee 


CAPT Raymond 


Great music and song from Navy Band Orlando. 
Director and vocalist, LTJG Peter Tassey, MU1 Roger Sails 

and MU1 Paul Mauro. 
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Official cake cutters: CAPT Raymond and his wife, Patricia, and 
CAPT McKee and his wife, Joyce. 


NAVAL HOSPITAL 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
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Quarterly/Yeariy Award Winners 


Nurse 


4th Quarter, 1990 
Senior Sailor 




LT Ronald L. Williams, Sr., NC HM1 Glenn D. Pol I itt 


Junior Sailor 





HM3 Allyson S. Watson 


Civilian 



Alice L. Kaye, LPN 



Senior Sailor of the Year 1990 


HM2 Regina K. Bradley 



Junior Sailor of the Year, 1990 


Civilian of the Year 1990 


Charles M. VanSickle, LPN 


PC3 David Gomez 
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CHAPLAIN S 
COMMENTS 


LCDR James E. Pope, CHC, USN 


Welcome home. Shipmates 


Across the world 
On a sea of sand. 

And we'll pray each night 
For your safe return 
Which in fact. 

Is our main concern. 

And with all our hopes and dreams 
We’ll put up a fight. 

So we can weather this storm 


For more than half-a-year our 
nation has been preoccupied with the 
Persian Gulf. Even little children, 
barely old enough to speak, know about 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait. 
Through the media we have been given a 
blow-by-blow, day-by-day description of 
the war and the victory. Now we have 
begun to welcome our shipmates home 
with the anticipation of "getting back 
to normal." However, before the page 
is turned on this part of our history, 
I want to share with you a poem written 
by one of our patients. Scot Nelson 
has seen his friends - corpsmen, nurses 
and doctors - called to war. His is a 
poem of concern and faith: 

" Weathering the Storm " 

Throughout the halls 
The rumors are heard 
But how inconsistent. 

Is the spoken word, 

Especially when. 

You've been looking for 
Some truth to believe in 
Behind the next door. 

And you who are chosen 
Have futures untold 
Though if it's all true 
They may be all sold, 

But there's too many "What if's" 

To somehow make plans 
Even a conflict of interest 
Won't wet war's demands. 

But they said it was an adventure 
And it seems to be true. 

Since this rumor of war 
Is now cal ling you. 

So the waiting is over 
And you're soon on your way, 

But we'll be thinking of you 
Through each passing day. 

As you take your place 
And lend a hand 


Till an end is in sight. 

February 1991 


The end is in sight! And for 
that, 0 Lord, we are grateful. Welcome 
home, shipmates! 



They've served 
and 

they're home! 



HMC John Arias 
HN Steven J. Bade 
HM1 Robert Bernico 
HA John A. Bolding 
HM1 Harold W. Burns 
LT Jose R. Cintron, MSC 
HM3 Larry S. Darner 
HN Patrick P. Ellis 
LCDR Donald A. Floyd, NC 
HN Kimberly Y. Ford 
HM3 Alfredo Fonseca-Lugo 
HM3 Brian A. Forbes 
HM2 Terry D. Frazier 
HM2 Rogelio Garcia 
HM2 Brian J. Gilligan 
HMC Oscar J. Gonong 
HM3 Veit D. Heard 
HN Craig A, Johnson 
HA Shawn E. Johnson 
LT Christopher Kalkines, MSC 
HM1 Horace J. Kidd 
HA Shawn N. Koch 
HA Bart J. Lankard 
HR Yeshua Ledee 
MA2 Cathryn M. Lovell 
CDR jThomas Marflng, MC 
LTJG Margaret M. McGinty, NC 
HM1 Jose Medina 
HMC William R. Miller 
HA Michael A. Mitchell 
HN Rennie L. Moseley 
HM2 Isabelo Pagunsan 
LCDR Eugene Podrazik, MC 
HN Michael A. Prince 
HN Vincent Prulett 
CDR Bruce P. Rand, MSC 
HM1 Richard J. Reiser 
HMC Jerry Richardson 
ENS Debra Ross, NC 
LCDR Mark Schell hammer 
HM3 Raymond Shaw 
HM2 Jimmy Stephens 
CDR Remigio Villegas, MC 
HN Noel T. Walker 
HM1 Ronald Walker 
HN Zacherle D. Wilde 
HM2 Roger D. Woodall 
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View 

From The 


First Floor 


FEB A 


CAPT L. F. Raymond, MSC, USN 


HMCM Gary L. Thornhill, USN 


First of all, let me say that I am 
extremely pleased to be here at Naval 
Hospital, Orlando. 

VADM Zimble called it 

"his hospital" ... 

CAPT McKee called it 

"the finest anywhere." 

I can understand why these in¬ 
dividuals felt so strongly about this 
command. In my time in the Navy I have 
never seen greater pride nor greater 
support for our men and women, whether 
they be staff or beneficiary. During 
this short period, even after 40-plus 
years in the Navy, I have been 
impressed by the professionalism and 
dedication I see coming from all of the 
staff, both military and civilian. 

I am aware that this change of 
command is a challenge for all of us. 
As we embark on this new journey — a 
lot of "gouge" and rumors are spreading 
throughout the hospital about changes 
that might be forthcoming and their 
effect on departments, clinics, and you 
as individuals. I can assure you that 
my intent is not to change anything 
just for change's sake, but rather to 
improve those things that are currently 
being achieved. Granted, there will be 
changes; however, what must be 
unchanging is that we continue to be 
committed to our "Quality Care for 
Quality People." 

My message to you is a simple one. 
You do the important work in the 
hospital. I want only to become part 
of the TEAM. 


Friendships 

As a military member, how many 
times have you arrived at a new duty 
station and had to go through the pro¬ 
cess of getting to know new people, 
making new friends, and developing a 
sense of belonging? Or, how many times 
have you developed a good friendship 
and then had that person receive orders 
and transfer out? Probably more times 
that we care to think about. 

Some say that this is a draw back 
to military life. In my opinion, this 
is one of the many benefits of being in 
the military. Not that you leave good 
friends, but that you have the oppor¬ 
tunity to meet so many people and to 
develop so many lasting friendships. 

Recently we have had just such a 
friend leave us. He was the heartbeat 
and the conscience of this command. 
His caring style and genuine concern 
for the staff and the patients that we 
serve was the mark of a true leader. 
Of course I'm speaking of our former 
Commanding Officer, Captain Roland E. 
McKee. The enlisted community of NHO 
sincerely appreciated all the many 
things that he has done for us and for 
our families. We wish him the very 
best as the new Commanding Officer of 
Naval Hospital, Bremerton, Washington. 

To our new Commanding Officer, 
Captain Raymond: Your outstanding 
reputation has preceded you and the en¬ 
listed community of NHO is looking 
forward to serving with you. 


Navy Medicine - "The Shining Star of the American military medical 

support in the Middle East." 

VADM J. A. Zimble, MC, USN, Navy Surgeon General - Naval Affairs, Mar91 


